
FAREWELL MESSAGE FROM FATHER ALISTAIR 

 

A priest of the diocese, since gone to God, made use of a road sign during his 

farewell address to his parish at the time of his retirement.  The rural parish 

town in which he lived was then experiencing roadworks and various 

diversions caused by both the highways authority and a utility company. 

 

The borrowed sign – I’m sure it was only borrowed and not permanently 

purloined – bore a phrase along the lines of: 

 

As you can imagine it caused quite a stir but it’s always struck me as both 

amusing and inevitably, given human frailty, appropriate – so in all humility 

and truthfulness I adopt the words as my own. 

 

*  *  *  *  * 

 

Although I am leaving from St Theresa’s and St George’s with a strong, and 

vaguely guilty, sense of going before the job is done, I am confident that the 

job will be completed successfully in the years to come.  There are many 

people who give so much to the community in so many different ways already; 

the task ahead will need everyone to be engaged and committed to follow 

their example and do likewise. 

 

It is unfortunate that this move is taking place when COVID-19 restrictions are 

still in place; there are many of you I have not seen for eighteen months or 



more, and who I am unlikely to see before I leave – so to all of you in that 

particular situation I wish a special good bye and thank you. 

 

I have been blessed with great friendships and support during my time with 

you, firstly in Southwick and Portslade and then latterly including also 

Hangleton and West Blatchington and for that I am most grateful. 

 

Thank you for the hospitality you have shared with me, for the meals we have 

eaten together and for the unfailing generosity that you have shown to your 

priest.  Again my particular thanks must be for the way in which you supported 

me both practically and prayerfully when I was in hospital and then through 

my subsequent recuperation – amazing to think how long ago that all seems 

now. 

 

*  *  *  *  * 

 

As the COVID-19 pandemic restrictions are about to disappear – I pray it will be 

for good but more realistically fear it may be only temporary – it is time for 

things to begin opening up and starting again.  These next months and years 

will be a time of great opportunity and I am sure that you will as a community 

come together with your new priest and joyfully embrace every one of those 

opportunities. 

 

I know you will make Fr Tony very welcome and I hope his time on the South 

Coast and his ministry among you will be happy and fulfilling. 

 

For myself, however, I shall rejoice to leave the members of the Larus family 

far behind, I hope!  (I can hear them mewling and screaming as I write this!) 

 

Please continue to pray for me as I will continue to pray for you. 

 

Our Lady, Star of the Sea … pray for us! 

St Denis … pray for us! 

St Theresa of Lisieux … pray for us! 

St George … pray for us! 

 

May God bless you all. 

 

Fr Alistair 


