
28th November, 1st Sunday of Advent 
Sunday: Year C       Weekdays: Advent Week 1 

Fr Tony Writes 

Advent has arrived. Indeed the 
very word ‘Advent’ indicates an 
impending arrival. Of course we 
all look forward to Christmas to 
celebrate the arrival of Jesus 
Christ in that stable in 
Bethlehem, but at the beginning 

of Advent our attention is drawn to his arrival in 
glory and majesty at the end of time. 

Advent also marks the beginning of the liturgical 
year. We have a three year cycle of Sunday 
readings, and in the coming year our Gospel 
readings will be drawn largely from the  
Gospel of Luke.  

We begin near the end—just before the passion 
when Jesus is preparing his disciples for the trials to 
come. This includes the warning against our “hearts 
being coarsened by debauchery, drunkenness and 
the cares of this world”. While we could apply this 
to the dangers of Christmas parties and the worries 
of Christmas shopping, it is, of course a reminder to 
keep our eyes on the ‘reason for the season’ - on 
the person of Christ born in weakness and poverty, 
who is also the one who will come in  
power and glory. 

There are a number of events that can help us keep 
this focus. I encourage you to join in the process of 
reflection in preparation for the Synod of Bishops. 
As mentioned overleaf, we will have two groups in 
the parish, one online and one at St Theresa’s 
church. You can also use the material on the 
diocesan website as individuals or families. 

There will also be Words and Music on the theme 
of Advent during exposition this Wednesday, 6:30-
7:30pm. This is a good chance to focus our minds 
on the season before we get too caught up in the 
‘cares of the world’, preparing for Christmas. 

As you think about your Christmas shopping you 
might like to consider CAFOD world gifts. Here you 
buy something to help people in the developing 
world, and you get a card to send to someone 
telling them about the gift. Catalogues are available 
in church. Find out more at 

worldgifts.cafod.org.uk 
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First Holy Communion 
Meeting for Parents 

Sat 11th December, 6:15pm 
at St Theresa’s  

(after 5:30pm Mass) 

Preparation for First Holy Communion will begin in 
January. There will be six sessions, once a month, on 
Saturday mornings, with the candidates and their 
parents. The families will also be involved in the Sunday 
Masses on those weekends. Full details and a timetable 
will be given at the meeting. 

From Fri 3rd - Sun 5th 
Dec, 10 am -  4 pm,  
St Michael and         
All    Angels Church, 
South Street, Lancing,  
will host its first  

Christmas Tree Festival 
with a number of Christmas trees decorated by local 
shops, businesses and community organisations. There 
will be entertainment from Lancing Brass and carol 
singing. Refreshments will be available throughout the 
festival, together with a tombola and grand draw.    
Admission free! All welcome!  
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Weekly Timetable 

Saturday 27th Nov Confessions 4:45-5:15pm  

5:30pm Mass, St Theresa’s 

 

Holy Souls 

Sunday 28th Nov  

First Sunday of Advent  

9am Mass, St Theresa’s 

11am Mass, St George’s 

Private intention  

All parishioners 

Tuesday 30th Nov   

St Andrew  

10am Mass, St George’s 

 

 

Wednesday 1st Dec 

 

6:30pm Adoration 

7:30pm Mass, St Theresa’s 

 

Mary Sumner RIP 

Thursday  2nd Dec 10am Mass, St George’s  

Friday  3rd Dec 

St Francis Xavier  

10am Mass, St Theresa’s Mick Blamey RIP 

Saturday 4th Dec  

St John of Damascus  

Confessions 4:45-5:15pm  

5:30pm Mass, St Theresa’s 

Patricia  

Weatherseed RIP 

Sunday 5th Dec 

Second Sun of Advent 

9am Mass, St Theresa’s 

11am Mass, St George’s 

All Parishioners 

Please pray for 

George, Ruby and Lucie who were confirmed 
last weekend. Many congratulations to them! 

Please pray also for those who are sick in the 
parish, especially Valerie Holway, and for  those 
who have died recently, especially Mick Blamey. 

Upcoming events—During Advent 
Reflection groups in preparation for the Synod of Bishops (see below).  

Wednesday 1st December, 6:30pm, St Theresa’s, Words and music 
on the theme of Advent during Adoration. 
Saturday 11th December, 6:15pm, St Theresa’s, First Holy 
Communion Meeting, information and sign up evening, for parents. 
Tuesday 14th December, 6pm, St Theresa’s, St Mary’s Catholic 
Primary School’s advent service. 

Pope Francis has called for a period of 
reflection and consultation in prepara-
tion for the Synod of Bishops in 2023. 

As part of that process, our diocese has prepared material to help 
us reflect and is offering it to groups that meet in the diocese.  

We will have at least two groups in the parish. The Thursday  
evening online prayer group will be using the reflection material in    
December. Contact the parish office for a link. There will also be a 
Wednesday Evening ‘in person’ group at St Theresa’s after 7:30pm 
Mass from 1st December. if anybody wishes to organise a group at 
another time, feel free to do so.  

The material can also be used by individuals and families, and can  
be found on the diocesan website: www.abdiocese.org.uk/synod 

A message of thanks from CAFOD. 

Like many women around the world, 
Garmah in Liberia, had no legal rights to her 
home when her husband died. CAFOD 
worked with local experts to help her, and 
now Garmah and her children live rightfully 
and happily together in their family home.  
“I feel safe, my children have a place to rest 
their heads and I can make a garden to feed 
them and myself. God sent redeemers to 
fight for my land rights. I am overfilled with 
joy.” Thank you for your support which 
enables hundreds of women like Garmah to 
remain in their homes during times of 
struggle.  Have a wonderful Christmas! 

Justice & Peace Assembly with Bishop Richard: ‘To a Safer Shore?’   

Focussing on the challenges faced by people compelled to leave their homes and 
seek refuge in other countries. Why must we and how can we respond to their 
needs, especially in light of Fratelli Tutti? Taking place on Saturday 15th January, at   
St Francis School, Southgate Drive, Crawley, RH10 6RP.  Speakers, stalls and  
refreshments.  Doors open 9.30am.  Event runs from 10am until 1pm. Please wear  
a mask, dress warmly, and bring your own mug or flask. Seating is spaced out,  
therefore places are limited.  Email: Tessa.ricketts@abdiocese.org.uk to book. 

Musicians and Singers Still Wanted! 
Volunteers wanted for Music Liturgy at 
Mass at St Theresa's and St George's, 
especially as we come into Advent and 
Christmas. We also would like volunteers 
to  select hymns for St Theresa's Vigil Mass 
and St George's. Contact James: 
westsussexpianotuner@gmail.com 
or Fr Tony if you can help. 
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