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First Holy Communion  
and Confirmation 2022 

We envisage preparation for First Holy Communion and 
Confirmation beginning in the New Year. If you have a 
child ready to make their First Holy Communion (in 
Year 3 or above) or who wishes to be confirmed (Year 
10 or above), please let Fr. Tony know so we can have 
some idea of numbers. 

Opposing the Assisted Dying Bill 2021 

Earlier this year, a Private Members Bill on ‘Assisted 
Dying’ was introduced in the House of Lords by 
Baroness Molly Meacher, Chair of Dignity in Dying. The 
Bill is due its second reading on 22 October 2021, when 
there will be a full debate in the House of Lords. Our 
main concerns with the Bill can be summarised as 
follows: 

Protecting the most vulnerable 

The experience of other countries 

Investing in care and not ending care 

The Bill is almost identical in form to the ‘Marris Bill’, 
which was overwhelmingly defeated in the House of 
Commons in 2015 by 330 votes to 118. None of the 
serious concerns raised at that time have been factored 
into this new piece of legislation. 

For more information, including how to oppose the bill, 
go to  www.abdiocese.org.uk/news/bishops-speak-out-
against-the-assisted-dying-bill 

Fr Tony Writes 

Back in 2004 I made the pilgrimage to Santiago de 
Compostela. It is a pilgrimage that goes back to medie-
val times, because tradition said that was the final 
resting place of St James the apostle. On the way some 
of the villages we passed through were celebrating 
their patronal feast days. Now when a Spanish village 
has a fiesta it is not just a bit of a party in the evening. 
It normally last several days, with processions, singing, 
dancing, and lots of food and drink. I remember leaving 
Belorado early in the morning for the day’s walk, and 
seeing people still out celebrating from the evening 
before! 

I am not suggesting we celebrate quite so extravagant-
ly on Friday, But it does remind us of that great tradi-
tion of celebrating our saints. I do hope as many as pos-
sible will come to celebrate St Theresa on Friday, even 
if it is in a slightly more restrained, English manner! 

Continuing the theme of St Theresa, It is subtle irony 
that her feast falls on the first day of October, the 
month of the Rosary, as St Theresa, by her own admis-
sion, did not find the Rosary easy.  

When alone (I am ashamed to admit it) the recitation of the 
rosary is difficult for me. I feel I have said this so poorly! I 
force myself in vain to meditate on the mysteries of the ro-
sary; I don’t succeed in fixing my mind on them.  

I confess I have a lot of sympathy with St Theresa on 
this score! However she goes on to say: 

For a long time I was desolate about this lack of devotion 
which astonished me, for I love the Blessed Virgin so much 
that it should be easy for me to recite in her honour prayers 
which are so pleasing to her. Now I am less desolate; I think 
that the Queen of heaven, since she is my MOTHER, must see 
my good will and she is satisfied with it. 

In fact we can apply this principle more generally. All of 
us suffer from distraction in prayer at times, and we 
can sometimes be a bit despondent about it. But that is 
just another distraction! Even if we are distracted, our 
desire to pray does not go unnoticed by the Lord. 

Parish Secretary Wanted 

We are looking for someone to help with the 
administrative side of the parish. The job would include 
general administrative/office work, looking after rotas 
etc, preparing the newsletter, maintaining the parish 
diary and database, co-ordinating volunteers, keeping 
track of Health and Safety requirements, etc. etc. 

Initially 12 hours a week, pay from £12.50/hour 
depending on experience.  

Full job description an application form available from 
Fr. Tony. Email him at tony.milner@abdiocese.org.uk  
Applications close Thursday 30 September. 
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Weekly Timetable 

Sat 25th September 

 

Confessions 4:45-5:15 

5:30pm Mass St Theresa’s 

 

People of the Parish 

Sun  26th  

26th Sunday of the Year 

9:30am Mass, St Theresa’s 

11am Mass, St George’s 

Nicolo Iacono RIP 

Giulu Pires RIP & 

Diana Pires ints 

Tuesday 28th 

 

10am Mass, St George’s Kathleen Natali RIP 

Wednesday 29th 

Sts Michael, Gabriel & 

Raphael, Archangels 

10am Mass, St Theresa’s A.E. Woodcock RIP 

Thursday 30th 

St Jerome 

No Mass  

Friday 1st Octobere 

St Theresa of Lisieux 

7:30 pm Mass,  

St Theresa’s 

Private Intention 

Sat 2nd 

Guardian Angels 

Confessions 4:45-5:15  

5:30pm Mass St Theresa’s 

 

Joseph Cripps RIP 

Sun  3rd 

27h Sunday of the Year 

9:30am Mass, St Theresa’s 

11am Mass, St George’s 

People of the Parish 

We are staying with the current schedule of Masses for this month.  
However we plan a couple of changes in the coming months. 

From October, the Wednesday Mass will move to 7:30 in the evening, and 
will be preceded by a Holy Hour. We will say a bit more about this in the 
coming weeks. 

From November the 9:30am Mass will move to 9:00am. This is so Fr. Tony 
can stay around after Mass to meet people, because he won’t have to 
dash off to St George’s too quickly. 

Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament 

From October we will be having a regular ‘Holy 
Hour’ at St Theresa's on a Wednesday evening, 
6:30-7:30pm, before an evening Mass at 7:30. 
So the first time will be Wednesday 6th 
October.  

I would like to encourage as many as possible to 
come and join us in this time of prayer.  There 
are many challenges facing us as a Church, both 
locally and globally, and we will only be able to 
meet them if we are rooted in prayer and in 
Christ.  

Most weeks adoration will be simple silence for 
an hour before the Blessed Sacrament. However 
on the first Wednesday of each month will 
include gentle music and brief meditations to 
help us pray. 

Please pray for 

All who are sick in the parish, especially 
Veronica Lloyd. Pray also for those who have 
died, and those anniversaries occur around this 
time, and those who have been recently 
bereaved. Pray also for those who ave been 
particularly effected by the covid pandemic, 
either in terms of health or work. 

Red Boxes 

Since the pandemic started it has been hard to 
be able to see people to empty red boxes for 
the missions. If you have a box that you would 
like emptied please bring it to mass at St 
Theresa’s or St Georges. Thank you. Please 
make sure it has your name on  as well.  
Teresa (St Theresa’s ) Ralph ( ST George’s).  

Upcoming events 

Sun 26th September: Parish Walk and Picnic (see panel left) 

Friday 1st October: Feast of St Theresa of Lisieux. (see panel left) 

Friday 8th October: CAFOD Harvest Fast Day  

Wednesday 20th October: Fr Tony will be inducted into our parishes by 
Bishop Richard. 7:30 pm St George’s, followed by refreshments. 

Parish walk & picnic 
Sunday 26th September 

Leaving St George’s after Mass at approx. 
11.45am or from St Theresa’s at the same time. 

Meeting point Easthill Park, Portslade.  Bring 
your own picnic! And pray for good weather!! 

       Harvest Fast Day 

The poorest communities are the most affected by the climate 
crisis. This Harvest Fast Day we are encouraged to stand alongside 
them and help communities who are protecting our common home. 
We are invited to  join in Family Fast Day on Friday 8 October* and 
to give online, or to the collection at Masses on 9/10 October.  

*Transferred from 1st October as that is a feast day for us! 

Feast of St Theresa  

This Friday we celebrate St Theresa of 
Lisieux, one of our patrons. So we have 
moved Mass to the 7:30 pm in order 
that as many as possible can join in. 

After Mass we will have a cheese and 
wine party! All welcome (not just those 
who normally worship at St Theresa’s!) 


