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First Holy Communion  
and Confirmation 2022 

The pandemic has meant we have not been able to 
celebrate First Holy Communion or Confirmation the 
past couple of years. We plan to celebrate them once 
more in 2022. We envisage preparation beginning in 
the New Year. If you have a child ready to make their 
First Holy Communion (in Year 3 or above) or who 
wishes to be confirmed (Year 10 or above), please let 
Fr. Tony know so we can have some idea of numbers. 

Opposing the Assisted Dying Bill 2021 

Earlier this year, a Private Members Bill on ‘Assisted 
Dying’ was introduced in the House of Lords by 
Baroness Molly Meacher, Chair of Dignity in Dying. The 
Bill is due its second reading on 22 October 2021, when 
there will be a full debate in the House of Lords. Our 
main concerns with the Bill can be summarised as 
follows: 

Protecting the most vulnerable 

The experience of other countries 

Investing in care and not ending care 

The Bill is almost identical in form to the ‘Marris Bill’, 
which was overwhelmingly defeated in the House of 
Commons in 2015 by 330 votes to 118. None of the 
serious concerns raised at that time have been factored 
into this new piece of legislation. 

For more information, including how to oppose the bill, 
go to  www.abdiocese.org.uk/news/bishops-speak-out-
against-the-assisted-dying-bill 

Fr. Tony Writes 

I have been in the parish just under two months now 
and I think I am beginning to get my ‘feet under that 
table’ as it were. Thank you for the warm welcome you 
have given me! 

The Pandemic has meant many things have been 
somewhat ‘shut down’. Also fewer people are coming 
to church at present. So building back will be a slow and 
steady affair! 

St James reminds us that true faith is manifested in 
good works. These can take many forms, and the daily 
care and love we show to those around us is a key 
element of it. But our works can include the ways in 
which we serve one another in the Church. There will 
be many opportunities in the coming weeks and 
months to  offer some time to help build up our parish 
communities in one way or another, so we can more 
effectively be formed and form others as disciples of 
Jesus. 

A lot of the work has been done by relatively few 
people, especially in recent months. I am very grateful 
to them, as we should all be, but as we restart parish 
activities they cannot be expected to shoulder all the 
work. Please do consider responding to the call to 
volunteer in one way or another that will emerge in the 
coming weeks. 

In this newsletter we have mentioned cleaning the 
church and helping with refreshments. We will also be 
looking for people to help with sacramental 
preparation, children’s liturgy, help in keeping the 
church grounds tidy, more people to help with reading 
or in the sacristy, etc. Watch this space! 

I will also be looking for a Parish Secretary and 
Administrative Assistant in the coming weeks. This is a 
part time paid post requiring general office and 
administrative skills. More details next week! 

Education Sunday 

This Sunday is Education Sunday, and we welcome 
pupils from St Mary’s and their families. We give a 
particular welcome to the children of reception year as 
they begin their time at St Mary’s. 

We hope to build on our relationship with the school in 
the coming academic year. 

We thanks al those who have kept education going over 
the past 18 months. whope and pray that there will be 
no further disruption to the children's education. 
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Weekly Timetable 

Sat 11th September 

 

Confessions 4:45-5:15 

5:30pm Mass St Theresa’s 

 

People of the Parish 

Sun  12th  

 

24th Sunday of the Year 

9:30am Mass, School 

Mass, St Theresa’s 

11am Mass, St George’s 

George Lake RIP 

 

Sean Tierney RIP 

Tuesday 14th 

Exaltation of the Cross 

10am Mass, St George’s Albert Baker &  

Robert Nash RIP 

Wednesday 15th 

Our Lady of Sorrows 

10am Mass, St Theresa’s Cripps Family RIP 

Thursday 16th 

Sts Cornelius & Cyprian 

10am Mass, St George’s Mary Barry RIP 

Friday 17th 

 

10am Mass, St Theresa’s Marie Berry RIP 

Sat 18th 

 

Confessions 4:45-5:15  

5:30pm Mass St Theresa’s 

 

Martin Family 

Sun  19th 

25th Sunday of the Year 

9:30am Mass, St Theresa’s 

11am Mass, St George’s 

Bernard 

People of the Parish 

We are staying with the current schedule of Masses for this month.  
However we plan a couple of changes in the coming months. 

From October, the Wednesday Mass will move to 7:30 in the evening, and 
will be preceded by a Holy Hour. We will say a bit more about this in the 
coming weeks. 

From November the 9:30am Mass will move to 9:00am. This is so Fr. Tony 
can stay around after Mass to meet people, because he won’t have to 
dash off to St George’s too quickly. 

A note from Helen (St George’s) 

As some of you are already aware, I have been struggling with some 
mental health issues.  With Fr Tony’s agreement, I am stepping back from 
parish involvement for a few months. I’d be very grateful if you would 
avoid contacting me about parish matters (anything else would be fine!) for 
now. Your prayers would be appreciated. Thank you. 

We assure Helen of our prayers—Fr. Tony 

Red Boxes 
Since the pandemic started it has been hard to 
be able to see people to empty red boxes for 
the missions. If you have a box that you would 
like emptied please bring it to mass at St 
Theresa’s or St Georges. Thank you. Please 
make sure it has your name on  as well.  
Teresa (St Theresa’s ) Ralph ( ST George’s).  

Benches at St George’s 
We plan to put the benches back at St Georges. 
This will happen after the 11am Mass on Sunday 
19th September (around 11:45) They are quite 
heavy so we need a team of strong people!   

Please come and join us, even if 11am at St 
Georges is not your usual Mass. Refreshments 
available afterwards. 

Church Cleaning 
Although we have been very assiduous in 
cleaning benches and door handles etc to keep 
COVID at bay, other aspects of church cleaning 
have been somewhat neglected. We want to 
restore the church cleaning rotas at both 
churches.  Acordingly, we need volunteers to do 
this! Please sign up on the sheets provided in 
the churches. 

Refreshments after Mass 
St George’s has already restarted providing 
refreshments after the 11am Mass. St Theresa’s 
will start after the 9am Mass this week, and 
needs volunteers to keep this going. If you are 
willing to help please sign up on the sheet in 
church. 

Upcoming events 
Sunday 19th September: 11:45am: Putting the benches back at St Georges 
(see panel above) 

Sun 26th September: Parish Walk and Picnic (see panel left) 

Friday 1st October: Feast of St Theresa of Lisieux. 7:30pm Mass at St 
Theresa’s, followed by refreshments. 

Wednesday 20th October: Fr Tony will be inducted into our parishes by 
Bishop Richard. 7pm St George’s, followed by refreshments. 

Parish walk & picnic 
Sunday 26th September 

Leaving St George’s after Mass at approx. 
11.45am or from St Theresa’s at the same time. 

Meeting point Easthill Park, Portslade.  Bring 
your own picnic! And pray for good weather!! 

Foodbank Boxes 
Foodbank donation boxes will return to both St 
Theresa’s and St George’s this weekend. All 
types of non-perishable foods, and also 
toiletries, are welcome. 

Most of you will be familiar with the ‘Footprints’ story, but did you realise there is a longer version. After Jesus explains the bit 
about the places where there is one set of footprints, the man asked “And what about the parallel lenes?”. “That is where I was 
dragging you” said Jesus…. 


